
Family Night at The Studio 
Mixed Media Bird’s Nests! 

 
The materials we use to make art are called media. When we use lots of 
different materials to create something we are using mixed media. In nature, 
birds use a variety of materials to make their nests. They build nests that are 
strong, safe and soft.  
 
On your family canvas: 

 What kinds of materials would we like to use to build our nest?  
 What purpose does each material have in making a good nest? the 

sticks? grass? feathers? pieces of paper?   
 Can we find some words in magazines that make our home a good nest? 

Let’s cut them out and include them in the nest. 
 Should we paint our background? 
 Let’s make a bird or egg for each person in our family. We can decorate 

and/or dress them and put them in the nest.  
 
Questions for the drive home: 
Did you have fun? Most people feel worried when they try something new. What 
part of the process worried you? When do you think you stopped feeling 
worried? What part felt exciting? How did it feel to make one piece of art all 
together? 
 
What are the ways we make our home a safe place? What do you think makes 
a classroom a safe place? How can you help make your classroom this year into 
a safe place? If you have a hard day at school, what are some ways you can 
tell the rest of us? What are some things we could do at home to help you feel 
better? 
 
Websites for further exploration: 
http://www.birdsleuth.org/top-10-apps-for-birding/ 

This is a list of apps you can use for birding with kids. The site is sponsored 
by the Cornell Ornithology Lab which is always a great resource for family 
friendly birding.  
 


