
Family Night at The Studio 
Porcelain Ornaments 

 
Porcelain is a white clay that is fired at high temperatures above 2300°F. The 
surface does not have to be glazed to feel finished. Because the clay particles 
are so fine, you can create intricate details. The most significant identifying 
factor for porcelain is its translucence. This means that after firing the porcelain 
will allow some light to show through. All other ceramics are opaque and so they 
block any light from showing through them. Another identifying factor is the 
sound. If you tap a porcelain object lightly, it will ring with a clear bell-like sound. 
 
For your family ornaments: 

 There are detailed instructions on the back of this sheet. 
 Notice how the clay feels and how it behaves. 

 
Questions for the drive home: 
Did you have fun? Most people feel worried when they try something new. What 
part of the process worried you? When do you think you stopped feeling 
worried? What part felt exciting?  
 
How did the clay feel in your hands? Why do you think it felt that way?  
What did you learn about how porcelain clay behaves? This is clay that comes 
from the ground, it is white mud. How was it like the mud you know, how was it 
different? 
 

  



 Take a board with a slab of porcelain clay making sure it has an 
identifying number on it.   
 

 Fill out a card with your name, phone number and the board #. Return the 
finished work still on the same board accompanied with the card. 

 
 All cutters and stamping materials need to be shared so please pass them 

on when you are done with each tool. 
 

 OPTIONAL: Start by texturing your clay surface with the various texturing 
rollers and clay texturing balls. There are a few stamps.  One or both sides 
OK.  No texture is fine also. 

 
 Work on the board if at all possible to keep clay from sticking to the 

tables. 
 

 Be careful not to go so deep as to weaken the clay.  It is best not to roll 
twice on the same surface as the second texturing usually diminishes the 
first. 

 
 Cookie cutters are used to cut out shapes in the clay, try to maximize the 

negative space within your slab to get the most cuts possible. 
 

 The clay should be firm in order to remove it from the cutters and still hold 
its shape. 

 
 Holes should be punctured at the appropriate balancing place for 

hanging later, some examples are available.  
 

 Eyes for animals are made with a simple pen tip, ink cartridge not 
exposed. 

 
 Place all unused clay into provided plastic bags. 

 
 Please rinse hands and tools in buckets of water provided.  Not good to 

have clay go down the sink drain.  Thank You 


